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Welcome to the latest edition of the IACI e-news. 

Founded in 1962, the IACI is the leading Irish American cultural organization.  The IACI is a federally 
recognized 501(c)(3) not-for-profit national organization devoted to promoting an intelligent 
appreciation of Ireland and the role and contributions of the Irish in America. 

Guest contributors are always welcome!  Please note, the IACI is an apolitical, non-sectarian 
organization and requests that contributors consider that when submitting articles.  The IACI reserves 
the right to refuse or edit submissions. The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are solely 
those of the original authors and other contributors. These views and opinions do not necessarily 
represent those of the IACI or any/all contributors to this site.  Please submit articles for consideration 
to cbuck@iaci-usa.org.

To continue reading articles contained in this latest e-news, please scroll through the 
following pages. 



Finding peace in change  
By Renee Gatz, Author of Wise Words & Witty Expressions 
www.reneegatz.com  
 
The soul that is open to change has peace. For that soul can comfortably sit where ever 
they are confident that they are exactly where they need to be. Perhaps such a soul 
knows this because experience has taught that life is short and good moments are to be 
savored and challenging ones accepted as the impetus for a better future.  Perhaps 
these wise souls understand that accepting change means they can stop being 
concerned about what could happen or what they could lose. Instead they stay focused 
on the present, knowing that exciting and upsetting periods have a limited life and will 
be replaced or altered in some way by exactly what we will need at exactly the right 
hour. 
 
Change is the one aspect of life that can be counted on regardless of our age, cultural 
background, or status.  From the moment we enter the world and until we leave it, we 
can rest assured that we will experience change.  Some of it will be thrust upon us, and 
sometimes we will be the one initiating it.   
 
Being spiritual beings having a human experience, we don’t always like change and 
may even feel that certain changes are downright unfair or hugely inconvenient. These 
unwelcome developments can seem like a conspiracy against us or punishment for 
some previous indiscretions. That is the human mind speaking.  When those thoughts 
take over, slow down and remember you are a spirit, a child of God on a journey to 
learn, grow, be successful and of service to others. You can never know why you find 
yourself in a particular situation, but you can remind yourself there is a reason, even if 
you can’t understand it. This is where acceptance begins. Through the practice of 
acceptance, you can become that wise soul who has peace regardless of what is 
happening in your life. 
 
So take your upheaval head-on, rise to the occasion and bloom where you are 
planted.  The tough spot you find yourself in today may be of benefit to you decades 
down the line or even immediately. This uninvited experience may be necessary to help 
you gather the critical skills and empathy needed to be ready to accept greater 
blessings. You may have been called to this challenge so you can be of service to 
another. Your experience, influence, or love for someone may be needed to see them 
through a difficult period in their life. Again, you just don’t know why this unwanted 
situation has bulldozed its way into your life. However, you can be confident there is a 
reason—always a reason.  
 
When you can’t find a reason for a situation that is outside your control, find a lesson.  
You may not have control over the obstacle but you do have control over the attitude 
you take to it and the lessons you learn from it. It would be a pity to endure so much 
only to come out embittered. This trouble was not put in your path to push you back; it 
was meant to propel you forward. God may shut a door but he always opens a 
window. 

http://www.reneegatz.com/blog1/
http://www.reneegatz.com/


Change driven by choice also brings its own set of hurdles.  Again, the human mind can 
cause us to resist making changes we feel are in our best interest. This paralysis sets in 
when there is too much time spent contemplating our list of doubts. When this occurs, 
remind yourself to have confidence in your dreams. They come from a place far more 
powerful than the limits of a worried mind. You will never regret trying something, even if 
it does not work out as you envisioned—again there is a lesson in that too.  
 
Be all that God envisioned you to be. Take a child’s adventurous spirit to life and follow 
the seeds of desire sown in your heart and learn from unforeseen changes. When you 
are able to view all the changes in your life through a lens of peace, you will greatly 
improve the quality of your life, thereby empowering you to be of greater service to 
others.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Life and Legacy of the Countess Constance Markiewicz, An Irish Rebel 

by 

Raymond D. Aumack 

Childhood 

Living on the edge was part of the family legacy for the Countess, born Constance Georgine  
Gore-Booth. Her father was adventurer and Arctic explorer Sir Henry Gore-Booth. She was born 
at Buckingham Gate in London, the elder of two daughters and one brother. Her father was an 
Anglo-Irish landlord who reigned over a 39 square mile estate, Lissadell House, in the northern 
regions of County Sligo.  

The girl’s childhood was not much different than you would expect in the household of the 
landed gentry. Constance was even a debutante having been presented to Queen Victoria. They 
were childhood friends with William Butler Yeats, who was to become one of Ireland’s greatest 
poets, who frequently visited the family home, Lissadale House. They became influenced by his 
artistic and socialist political ideals. 

During the famine of 1879 – 1880, Sir Henry provided food for the tenants on his estate at no 
cost. It was this example that inspired in twelve year old Constance and her younger sister, Eva, 
a deep concern for working people and the poor. Eva was the first to plunge into the political 
fray and later became involved in the labor movement and women’s suffrage movement in 
England. At the time, Constance Gore-Booth did not share her sister’s ideals and was very much 
a daughter of the aristocracy. They continued a close relationship throughout their lives. Eva was 
as politically active as Constance but she adopted the stance of pacifism. Both stirred the pots of 
politics and culture in their lifetime, though Eva got into a lot less trouble. 

Training as an Artist 

Constance’s ambition was to train as a painter. Unfortunately, there was only one art school in 
Dublin that accepted women. Constance went on to study at the Slade School of Art in England 
in 1892. It was during her student days that Constance became politically active. She joined the 
national Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies.  

She later moved on to Paris where she studied at the prestigious Acadamie Julian where she met 
and fell in love with her future husband, Count Casimir Markievicz, an artist from a wealthy 
Polish family that owned land in what is now called Ukraine. The Count was married at the time 
but his wife died in 1899. Late in the following year, Markievicz and Gore-Booth married in 
London, making her the Countess Markievicz. A year later in 1901, she gave birth to a daughter,  
Maeve, and undertook the role of mother to Casimer’s son, Stanislaus. The Family moved to 
Ireland and settled in Dublin in 1903. Constance gained a reputation as a landscape artist and the 
moved easily in artistic and literary circles. 



Constance and her daughter became estranged somehow and much of her childhood was spent 
with her grandparents. They did maintain a disciplined relationship with correspondence and 
carefully choreographed visits.  

The Beginnings of Social and Cultural Involvement 

Two years later, in 1905, she joined with fellow artist, Sarah Purser, Nathanial Hone, Walter 
Osborne, and John Butler Yeats to found the United Artists Club which was an attempt to bring 
together all the artists and writers in Dublin. The group included members of the Gaelic League 
founded by philosopher, Douglas Hyde who would become the future first President of Ireland. 
Although apolitical with concerns about preserving the Irish language and culture the group 
became the breeding ground for the exchange progressive and even radical political ideals. Sarah 
Purser, a childhood friend of both Constance and her sister, Eva, hosted a regular salon where 
they met revolutionary patriots Michael Davitt, John O’Leary, and Maud Gonne. 

The Countess rented a house in the countryside near Dublin and discovered a whole new outlet 
for the ideals and ideas that were taking shape in her mind. The previous tenant, poet, Padraic 
Colum, had left behind copies of The Peasant and Sinn Fein. These revolutionary journals 
promoted independence from British rule and added fuel to the fire of progressive ideas swirling 
around in the mind of the Countess. 

Political Leadership 

It was at this time, around 1908 that the Countess became politically active. She joined Sinn Fein 
and the Daughters of Ireland (Inghinidhe na hEireann), a revolutionary women’s group founded 
by actress and activist Maud Gonne, the same Maud Gonne who was at the center of William 
Butler Yeats tortured love life. The Countess performed in several plays with Gonne at the newly 
established Abbey Theater, an institution that was at the center of the projected rise in cultural 
nationalism. In the same year, she led a campaign to promote the suffragist cause against the 
election of Winston Churchill to Parliament. Churchill was defeated as the result of the suffragist 
opposition. 

Constance's political activities continued, but Casimir was more concerned with the politics of 
his own family interests, and by 1914 he was back in Ukraine. As passionate as Constance about 
liberty for his own country, Casimir fought against the Russians for the rest of his life though he 
eventually lost his lands and his fortune. It was apparently an amicable decision and they 
maintained a correspondence and some visits over the next several years.  

Constance was also active in helping the poor of Dublin. Madame de Markievicz, as she was 
called, had established and operated a soup kitchen from the headquarters of the ITGWU at 
Liberty Hall to provide food for the victim workers during the great Lock Out of 1913 organized 
by Jim Larkin. She herself collected and delivered bags of turf, which she brought into Dublin in 



her car from the Dublin Mountains. She was regularly seen hauling heavy bags of fuel up flights 
of stairs in back street tenement houses, where so many of the poorest people in Dublin eked out 
a mere survival.  

In 1909 the Countess founded the Fianna Eireann, a paramilitary nationalist scouts organization 
that instructed teenage boys and girls in the use of firearms. 

She was jailed for the first time in 1911. She organized a campaign to protest King George V’s 
visit to Ireland. She was arrested for speaking at an Irish Republican Brotherhood demonstration 
before 30,000 people. She also passed out leaflets at the rally, threw stones at the effigies of the 
Queen and King, and burned the British flag stolen from one of their government buildings. 

She joined James Connolly’s socialist Irish citizen’s army, a small volunteer force formed in 
response to the lockout of 1913, to defend demonstrating workers from the police. Also in 1913, 
with the Daughters of Ireland, she ran a soup kitchen to feed poor school children. James 
Connolly became a significant influence in the development of Constance's political ideology. In 
an article written for The Nation in March 1927, Constance wrote that "when he began to 
organize the Irish Citizen Army he brought me along, teaching me, as he got to know me, as a 
comrade, giving me any work that I could do, and quite ignoring the conventional attitude 
towards the work of women.”  

Her charities were funded from her personal resources and her financial resources became 
considerably stretched. 

In July of 1914, when Erskine Childer’s yacht,  Asgard, sailed by Mary Spring Rice arrived at 
Howth harbor,  the  Countess led a contingent  of Citizen Army volunteers, including Douglas 
Hyde, ready with hand carts and wheelbarrows to unload the guns and transport them to a 
warehouse for safe keeping. 

Constance became a commissioned officer in the Irish Citizen Army, and was involved in the 
planning of the 1916 Rising. Her notebook, recording the planned maneuvers, is now on display 
in Lissadell. She fought in St. Stephen's Green and retreated to the College of Surgeons, where 
she eventually surrendered. Constance was sentenced to death for her part in the RisingThe 
sentence was commuted to life imprisonment because of her gender. This brought little relief. At 
that time she just wanted to die with her comrades, who were being executed almost daily in the 
hard labor yard outside her cell in Kilmainham Gaol. Constance had a particular loyalty to James 
Connolly, who was executed strapped to a chair because he was so badly wounded he could not 
stand (the place is marked with a cross in Kilmainham, which is now a museum).  

 

 



The Easter Rising, 1916 

As we have seen, the  Countess was deeply influenced by James Connolly. She designed the 
Citizen Army uniforms and composed its anthem to the tune of a Polish song. 

During the Rising, Constance held the rank of Lieutenant and was second in command to 
Michael Mallin at St. Stephen’s Green. She supervised setting up the barricades lining the 
perimeter of the Green with trenches. She was a combatant in the fighting all around the Green. 
She was credited with wounding and driving away two British snipers.  

The British set up machine gun and rifle positions on the rooftops of tall buildings, including the 
Shelbourne Hotel, on the north side of the green. The Citizen Army had to withdraw, in the face 
of withering fire, to the Royal College of Surgeons on the west side of the Green. 

Mallin and Markieviec with their men and women volunteers held out for six days and ended 
their engagement only when a British officer, Major de Councy Wheeler, brought them a copy of 
Pierce’s surrender order. Wheeler was married to Markievicz’s first cousin. It was reported that 
the Countess sighed and kissed her pistol before turning it over to Wheeler. 

They were arraigned at Dublin Castle and then jeered by the crowds as they were marched 
through the streets to Kilmainham Jail, about two miles away. There she was the only woman 
among seventy put into solitary confinement. At her court martial in May, Markievicz pleaded 
“not guilty” to taking part in an armed rebellion for the purpose of assisting the enemy. She 
however, proudly pleaded guilty to having attempted “to cause disaffection among the civil 
population of His Majesty.” She told the court, “I did what was right and I stand by it.” She was 
sentenced to death but General Maxwell commuted her sentence to life in prison on account of 
the prisoner’s gender. To which she responded, “I wish your lot had the decency to shoot me.”  

General Maxwell was not about to add a woman to the growing list of martyrs for the cause of 
Irish independence. This also suggests that the orders for the executions came from a higher 
authority. Already he could feel the mood of Ireland turning and the executed “wingnuts” were 
starting to be hailed as heroes and martyrs for Ireland. 

It was around this time, while she was in prison, that Countess Markievicz began to take 
instructions from the prison chaplain and converted to Roman Catholicism. She later wrote that 
her conversion was inspired by the faith of the soldiers she met from Connolly’s citizen army. 

The Countess was released from prison in 1917 as part of the general amnesty granted by the 
British government to the participants of the Rising   

Resumed Political Activity 

At the 1918 general election, the Countess became the first woman elected to the British 
Parliament representing Dublin St. Patrick’s defeating her opponent, William Field, with 66% of 



the vote. She did not take her seat in the House of Commons in line with the abstentionist policy 
of Sinn Fein. Taking her seat would have required swearing an oath of allegiance to the King of 
England and that she would never do. 

She was in Holloway Prison in Cork for making a “seditious” speech when her colleagues 
gathered for the First Dial, the Parliament of the revolutionary Irish Republic. When her name 
was called for the roll, she was described as” being imprisoned by a foreign enemy.”  
She was reelected for the second Dial in the elections of 1921. 

Markievicz served as Minister of Labor from 1919 to 1922. She became the first female cabinet 
minister in Ireland and the only female cabinet minister until 1979. She was only the second 
female government officer in Europe. 

She left government in 1922 along with de Valera and others in opposition to the Anglo-Irish 
Treaty. Taking arms again, she fought for the Republican cause in the Irish Civil War, helping to 
defend Moran’s Hotel in Dublin. 

After the war, she toured the United States and was returned to the Dial; in 1913. 

She joined Fianna Fail on its foundation in 1926, chairing the inaugural meeting of the new 
party. She ran as a candidate for Fianna Fail, which was pledged to return to Dial Eireann, but 
died only five weeks afterward, before she could take her seat. 

The Death of Countess Markievicz 

Countess Constance Georgine Gore-Booth Markievicz died at age 59 on July 15, 1927 of 
complications related to appendicitis. She was attended by her revolutionary colleague and 
housemate, Dr. Kathleen Lynn. At her bedside were her husband, Count Casimir, and her 
stepson, Stanislaus, Eamonn de Valera, and Hanna Sheehy-Skeffington. She had given away 
most of her wealth and chose to be treated and die in a public ward among the poor where she 
wanted to be. 

She was refused a state funeral by the Free State government.  Even with that, over 300,000 lined 
the street as her funeral cortege made it way to Glasnevin Cemetery. They wanted to honor “the 
friend of the toiler, the lover of the poor,” the words of Eamonn de Valera who delivered her 
funeral oration and with whom she founded the Fianna Fail. As she slipped into eternal life in the 
bosom of the Lord she was also elevated to the pantheon of Irish heroes. 

Her Legacy 

Countess Constance Markievicz was one of the planners of the military strategies of the 1916  
Rising. Her notebooks are preserved for all to see at Lissadell House, at a museum dedicated to 
her life. The strategies were good. The failure was that they were not implemented. However, 
that tragic failure is the subject of another article down the road. 



 
She exercised a leadership role that was uncommon for women in the Europe of her time and 
especially in repressed Ireland. Though there is an historic tradition of female leadership and 
female warriors in Ireland dating back to pre-history and ratified by Brehon Law, the dissolution 
of Irish culture and law in the 17th century marked a radical turn in Ireland’s history. One only 
has to remember a warrior Queen, Grainne O’Malley and her face to face confrontation with 
Queen Elizabeth I to realize the power of women in pre-British Ireland.  

The Countess with 66% of the vote, defeated incumbent William Field for a seat in the 
Parliament of the United Kingdom.  

She was elected as a candidate of the Sinn Fein Party to the Parliament of the newly formed 
Republic of Ireland for a region of Dublin. 

She succeeded herself in 1923 when as a member of the Sinn Fein Party, she was elected for the 
newly established constituency of Dublin South. 

In 1927, she again succeeded herself as a member of Fianna Fail Party for the same constituency. 
However, she died before she could occupy her seat. 

She also served as Minister Labor for the new Republic from 1919 – 1022. There was not 
another woman in the Government Cabinet until 1979 and, at the time of her service, she was 
one of only two women at that level of government service. 

Finally, she was in military service for a period of ten years and ranked as second in command 
with the title of Lieutenant . She defended workers during the Dublin Lockout, engineered the 
Easter Rising and successfully defended a critical position at St. Stephen’s Green. They held out 
in battle for six days and only surrendered at the order of Padraig Pearce. She was active in the 
Irish War of Independence and successfully defended the battle for Moran’s Hotel in the Irish 
Civil War. 

She was a wife, a mother, a collaborator with men and women in the fight for justice in Ireland, a 
genuine warrior, an astute politician and administrator, a friend of the poor, certainly a worthy in 
the pantheon of Irish heroes. History has a body of literature giving light to her life and exploits. 
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Artistically Honoring Life and Heritage 
By Patty Martucci 

 
When Joe’s niece died, his family chose cremation, a trend 
that has grown in popularity from 25 percent in 1999 to 43.5 
percent in 2012, and is projected to rise to 50 percent by 
2017. 
 
As with many people, Joe’s family chose to preserve his 
niece’s ashes in a decorative urn. After searching for the 
perfect urn to honor her strong Irish heritage and Catholic 
Christian faith, they chose an Irish urn from the Steve 
Shannon Collection of artisan created memorial wood 

cremation urns in Roselle, Ill. 
 
Since 1997, the Catholic Church has permitted cremation, recognizing economic, geographic, 
ecological or familial factors that make a traditional casket burial difficult. The United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops has stated that “the cremated remains should be treated with 
the same respect given to the human body from which they come. This includes the use of a 
worthy vessel to contain the ashes.”  
 

Celebrating Celtic Heritage 
“We chose the Irish urn for a few reasons,” Joe explained. 
“We wanted something special for my niece, an urn that 
reflected her personality. The brilliant emerald green color is 
very warm and soothing and stands for our family heritage. 
The Celtic Cross represents my niece’s faith in God.”  
 
“Recognizing the pride and loyalty of Irish families, we 
designed a beautiful line of emerald green Irish themed urns 
that are filling a need to honor a family’s Celtic heritage,” said 
Lisa Shannon, co-owner of the Steve Shannon Collection, 

along with her husband, Steve. “They are laser etched with either a Celtic Knot or Iona Cross. 
Our customers have told us how elated they were to have found our Irish urns.” 
 
Steve Shannon takes pride in serving his customers, and listens to their requests. He has 
recently created an emerald green urn adorned with an Irish Gold Claddagh to add to his 
collection. 
 
Very soon customers will be able to order an urn with a hand-painted landscape of the Irish 
countryside. They can also choose to have one of their personal photos of Ireland painted on 
the side of the urn, in honor of their loved one’s homeland. 
 
Artisan Created and Crafted 
When selecting an urn, there are many different choices and considerations. “Families take the 
responsibility of choosing an urn for their deceased loved one very seriously by carefully 
selecting an urn that fittingly reflects the life of the departed,” said Lisa Shannon, “More and 
more, families are personalizing the memorial to represent their family member’s passion, 
interests or identity.” However, many urns are mass-produced and lack character. 
 



Page 2 of 2 

 

Steve Shannon’s elegant urns offer a more personal option. He skillfully handcrafts each one 
individually by connecting multiple pieces of natural woods together to create a one-of-a-kind 
vessel, reflecting a creative and contemporary flair. Customers are attracted to Shannon’s urns 
because he utilizes warm and comforting woods, rich with natural color and patterns such as 
maple, zebrawood, yellowheart, black walnut, padauk, oak and poplar. 
 
“What makes our business unique is our personal customer service,” said Steve Shannon. “We 
are not an urn reseller that merely fulfills your order. Many of our customers are searching for an 
urn for their family member or precious pet for the first time and need guidance and reassurance 
that their memorial selection is a perfect match.” 
 
Simplifying the Process 
In addition to inquiring about different designs, Shannon is often asked how to determine the 
right size urn. 
 
There are three common urn sizes. Large urns are the most common size, designed to hold the 
ashes of one person. Small urns are commonly used for a child or a medium to large pet. 
Keepsake urns are the smallest, designed to hold a small portion of the ashes, and are most 
often used by families who want to share a loved one’s remains. They can also hold the ashes 
of small pets. 
 
Shannon partners with Lisa’s cousin, Anna Sullivan, owner of Commemorative Distribution in 
Plainfield, Ill., to inventory the urns and fulfill customer orders. “Our close family relationship and 
strong communication ensures we have optimal inventory in stock,” said Sullivan. “This enables 
me to fulfill orders either the same day or next day, and offer free ground shipping in the 
contiguous U.S. When a loved one dies unexpectedly, our personal service and quick response 
gives families one less thing to worry about during a very confusing and difficult time,” added 
Sullivan. 
 
For Joe’s family, the decision to choose an Irish urn to memorialize his niece was simple. “When 
we look at this urn, it reminds us that she is in Heaven with our family and our Lord.” 
 
To learn more about the Steve Shannon Collection of Irish urns, visit 
www.steveshannoncollection.com or call 1-844-278-8767. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.steveshannoncollection.com/


 

 

 
22nd Annual Syracuse James Joyce Club Bloomsday 

Celebration 
 

Members and friends of the Syracuse James Joyce Club will assemble on 
"Bloomsday" June 16 for readings from Joyce's masterpiece Ulysses.  
 
The celebration this year will be at Dublin's Irish Restaurant, (formerly Meghan 
MacMurphy's)  7990 Oswego Rd., Liverpool, NY, from 6 to 9 PM.   Attendees 
may order from the menu, and full bar is available.    
 
There will be short readings from 6 to 8 PM, with a reading of the final chapter 
Penelope from 8 to 9.   
                                       
IACI Members founded the Syracuse James Joyce Club in 1994 and the Club has   
celebrated Bloomsday in Syracuse every June since then. 
 
Below are pictured the then-President of the Joyce Club and Central New York 
IACI Board Member Dick Long, and our current CNY-IACI President, Ted Furze, 
at the original 1994 Syracuse James Joyce Club Bloomsday. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Picnic and Annual Meeting 

The Central New York Chapter of the Irish American Cultural Institute will get 
together on Tuesday, June 23 at the Creek Hollow Pavilion in Marcellus Park for a 
picnic, entertainment, and our annual meeting with election of Board Members. 

We will start gathering at 4 PM, and picnic supper starts at 5 PM.  

After supper there will be a brief meeting with election of Board members.  
Nominees this year are:   Jennifer Coleman and Tina Higgins, nominated for their 
first term, and Natalie Trump nominated for a second term.  Any other nominations 
of members who have agreed to serve should be sent to this e-address by 6/9/15.  

After the meeting we will have entertainment by members of our Music Group, as 
well as others who may participate with a "party piece." 

Please bring a dish to pass.  We will provide soft drinks, water, hot dogs and 
hamburgers. 

Reservations should be made by June 19, by e-mailing cnychapteriaci@gmail.com. 

 

 

 



TOUR GLORIOUS IRELAND 
Easter Rising Centenary Tour 

 
May 12 - 24, 2016 

 

 
 

With Déirdre McKiernan, National Board Member, Irish American Cultural Institute 
 

 
Proposed Itinerary 

 
May 12 (Thurs.) Depart from your home airport to Shannon, Ireland. Dinner en route. 
 
May 13 (Fri.) Early morning arrival in Shannon. Travel in your 
luxury touring coach to Galway for two nights at the Salthill 
Hotel. Brief city tour en route. Free time before dinner in 
hotel.May 14 (Sat.) Leisurely day trip through picturesque 
Connemara, with visits to the summer home of Padraic Pearse 
(in Rosmuc), leader of the 1916 Easter Rising, and the memorial 
to Alcock and Browne, pilots of the first transatlantic flight, near 
Clifden. Pub dinner on your own. Return to hotel for overnight. 
 
May 15 (Sun.) Leaving Galway, we drive along the south side of 
the Bay, on through the lunar-like landscape of the Burren, to 
visit the famous Cliffs of Moher. Continuing south through County Clare, we board the ferry at Killimer, 
crossing the River Shannon into County Kerry and on to Tralee for two nights in the Meadowland Hotel. 
Dinner in the hotel.  
 
May 16 (Mon.) Day trip to the north Kerry coast and Ardfert to follow the trail of Irish hero Sir Roger 
Casement, arrested along lonely Banna Strand.  Return to Tralee with free time to explore. Pub dinner on your 
own before evening entertainment at the Siamsa Tire. Return to hotel for overnight. 
 
May 17 (Tues.) Depart Tralee, traveling via Killarney, with its lovely lakes, to visit the Ogham Stones and Gap of 
Dunloe. On through the Caha Mountains, stopping to visit picturesque Gougan Bearra, site of St. Finbar’s 
hermitage, then on to Glengarriff for one night at the Eccles Hotel, situated on beautiful Bantry Bay. Dinner at 
the hotel.  
 
May 18 (Wed.) Travel through Bantry and Skibbereen, following the travels of Michael Collins in his home 
area. On to Clonakilty for two nights in the Quality Inn. Dinner in the hotel. 
 
May 19 (Thurs.) Continue the story of Michael Collins with a visit to the Collins homestead in Clonakilty, 
Collins Centre, with Visit Béal na B’lath, site of the fatal ambush, and Arigideen Heritage Park.  Pub dinner on 
your own. Return to hotel for overnight. 



May 20 (Fri.) Heading east, we visit the Rock of Cashel, seat of the 
Kings of Munster, as well as both Roman Catholic and Church of 
Ireland bishoprics. We then move on to the medieval city of Kilkenny 
and a visit to its restored Butler castle. Dinner and one night in 
Clonmel at the Hotel Minella on the River Suir.    
 
May 21 (Sat.) Off to Dublin today! Visit Dublin Castle, site of the 
British handover of power to Michael Collins commander of the Irish 
Free State.  Visit the G P O; it still bears scars of the 1916 Rising.  
Bullet holes can be seen in the Portland Stone Column at the 
entrance.  
 
Check into the Mont Clare Hotel hotel for three nights. Dinner on your own.  
 
May 22 (Sun.) Visit Phoenix Park, Europe’s largest public park, and continue to Collins Barracks, formally a 
British Army Fortress. One of the many legacies of British architecture, it now incorporates part of the National 
Museum and houses an exhibit of the Asgaard, the gun running yacht.  Dinner on your own. 

 
May 23 (Mon.) Possible visit to Kilmainham Jail, where the leaders of the 
Rising were imprisoned, followed by free time in city.  Coastal drive to 
Howth and Malahide. Farewell dinner. 
 
 
May 24 (Tues.) Alas! All good things must come to an end. Travel to the 
airport for your return flights to USA (transfer from hotel to airport extra). 
 

 

 
Téigh slán! (Travel safely!) 

 
Land cost (based on a minimum of 20 persons) $2650, per person, sharing; $445 extra for single (limited to 
three spaces). Airfare is additional.  
 
For US and International flight arrangements, contact your own travel agent, or go online. 
 
$500 non-refundable deposit necessary to hold booking. 
Cost includes: 

 11 nights’ accommodation & full Irish breakfast each 
morning (except arrival day) in 3-4 star hotels with private 
facilities. 

 Six dinners. 

 Entrance fees for advertised visits. 

 Coach touring throughout with services of professional 
driver and guide.  

 All tour service charges and taxes included (driver/guide 
gratuity extra). 

 Evening entertainment at Siamsa Tire (Irish National Folk Theatre). 

 



About your tour leader: 
 
Dublin educated, Déirdre spends part of every year in Ireland. As a tour 
leader, she is carrying on the family tradition begun by her father, the 
late Dr. Eoin McKiernan, who founded the Irish American Cultural 
Institute in 1962.  Deirdre is a retired college chaplain bringing a 
personal touch to the historical and cultural emphasis with which the 
McKiernan name is associated. 
 
Déirdre lives in upstate New York. She has 5 children and 12 
grandchildren. 

 
$500 deposit (non-refundable) is required to hold each reservation, and 
should be sent to Terry Flynn Tours, 275 Lake Elmo Ave, Lake Elmo, MN 
55042-9703. Please indicate your passport number and the name of 
roommate.  Final payment due no later than March 1, 2016.  
 
Travel insurance is recommended.     
 For more information contact:     (585) 388-8892        deirdre_mckiernan@yahoo.com 
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