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More Great Names from the Irish Rising 
By 

Raymond D. Aumack 
 

Roger David Casement (September 1, 1864  –  August 3, 1916) was born into a Catholic 
Anglo Irish family in Dublin. He was knighted for his extraordinary contributions to the British 
Colonial Services, in 1911, for his investigation of human rights abuses in Peru, He also served in 
British diplomatic service in the Congo and in 1905 received honors for the Casemont Report on 
the Congo.  He was stripped of his knighthood and all of his other honors shortly before his 
execution for treason. He was an accomplished diplomate, humanitarian activist, Irish 
nationalist, and poet. He is often described as the "father of twentieth-century human rights 
investigations. At great personal risk then made efforts during World War I to gain German 
military aid for the 1916 Easter Rising which sought to gain Irish independence. 
Before the trial, the British government circulated excerpts said to be from his private journals, 
known as the Black Diaries, which detailed homosexual activities. Given prevailing views and 
existing laws on homosexuality, this material undermined support for clemency for Casement. 
Debates have continued about these diaries: a forensic study concluded in 2002 that Casement 
had written them, but interpretations differ as to their meaning in his life. They may have been 
fantasies rather than actual experiences. 
 
Michael Joseph O'Rahilly  ( April 22, 1875 – April 29, 1916) known as The O'Rahilly, was 
an Irish republican and nationalist; he was a founding member of the Irish Volunteers in 1913 
and served as Director of Arms. Despite opposing the action, he took part in the Easter Rising in 
Dublin and was killed in a charge on a British machine gun post covering the retreat from the 
GPO during the fighting. On Friday April 28th, with the GPO on fire, O'Rahilly volunteered to 
lead a party of men along a route to Williams and Woods, a factory on Great Britain Street 
(now Parnell Street). A British machine-gun at the intersection of Great Britain and Moore 
streets cut him and several of the others down. The O'Rahilly slumped into a doorway on 
Moore Street, wounded and bleeding badly but, hearing the English marking his position, made 
a dash across the road to find shelter in Sackville Lane (now O'Rahilly Parade). He was wounded 
diagonally from shoulder to hip by sustained fire from the machine-gunner. 
While The O’Rahilly was not directly involved in the planning of the Rising, he did have a 
significant role providing arms for the rebels and the Irish Volunteer Army. As the Gunnery 
Officer for the Irish Volunteers, he was told to stand down for the planned rising because a 
cache of arms provided by the Germans had been intercepted and sunk. A German submarine 
carrying Roger Casemont broke down on the coast of Kerry and Casemont was captured by the 
British. Those guns were destined for the Volunteers in all the communities of Ireland who had 
planned to Rise when the Dublin Rising began. Without arms, the Rising could not be successful 
and to prevent wholesale slaughter, Irish Volunteers Commandant, Eoin MacNeil, ordered the 
towns and villages to stand down. The O’Rahilly personally delivered those orders to Cork, 
Kerry, and Limerick. When hostilities did actually begin in Dublin, The O’Rahilly wanted to be 
part of it and drove to Dublin to become part of the action. Though he was severely wounded 
trying to silence a machine gun nest that was a threat to the rebels retreat from the burning 
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GPO, he lived in the doorway in which he took refuge for two days including the day after the 
surrender. The British officer in charge of the machine gun nest gave orders that he was not to 
be treated. He died from his wounds. 
In ancient Gaelic lore, warrior chieftains used their surnames with the definite article. An 
example would be the Scottish king, Robert The Bruce.  The O’Rahilly appellation was given by 
himself and he was so called throughout his military career. He was a man of considerable 
means, a jovial man of good humor and was known for his kindness including the respect given 
to the British Officers captured by the rebels and detained at the GPO. Though he was a 
reluctant rebel given the hopelessness of the military situation, he died heroically while helping 
to give birth to the Republic of Ireland. 
Eoin MacNeill  was an Irish scholar, Irish language enthusiast, nationalist activist, and Sinn 
Féin politician. MacNeill has been described as "the father of the modern study of early Irish 
medieval history." He was a man of considerable talent and served in key political and 
community service leadership roles throughout his life. A key figure of the Gaelic revival, he was 
a co-founder of the Gaelic League with Douglas Hyde, a non- political organization to preserve 
Irish language and culture. In 1913 he established the Irish Volunteers and served as their Chief-
of-Staff. He held this position at the outbreak of the Easter Rising but had no role in it or its’ 
planning, which was carried out by IRB infiltrators, Clarke, Pearse, Plunkett, and McDonough. 
MacNeill helped countermand the Easter Monday uprising, after learning about it and 
confronting Patrick Pearse, by placing a last minute news advertisement advising Volunteers 
not to take part. Though he was not directly a part of the Rising, he was arrested along with the 
others. He was later elected to the First Dáil as a member of Sinn Féin.  
A descendent of Eoin MacNeil is a regular of my Irish Heritage group. 
John Devoy, was the Rising’s American planner. He had an active role in the Risings of 1867 and 
1916, the Irish War of Independence, and was deeply involved in the civil war. Exiled to 
America, he originally worked for the New York Herald before he founded his own weekly 
newspaper, Gaelic American. He served in the French Foreign Legion and served in Algeria. He 
returned to Ireland to become an organizer for the Fenians. He soon became the Deputy Chief 
Organizer for the Fenians with the responsibility of recruiting Irish soldiers from the British 
Army into the Irish Republican Brotherhood (IRB). At the time, there were 80,000 Irish serving 
in the British Army. 
The Irish leaders consulted intensely with Devoy. He was visited by Plunkett, Casemont, Pearse, 
Clarke, and DeValera. He gave his blessing to the plans for the Rising when he was assured of 
German support. He was the source of the American fundraising to support the Rising. 
He was extremely influential with the body politic of the US. Even with that, it took a couple of 
years for the Irish Republic to be recognized. Devoy did not like or trust DeValera. He would 
have preferred to work with Michael Collins. Tragically, Collins untimely death changed the 
course of Irish history. 
Devoy was a native of Kill, Co. Kildare. .He was once referred to by the London Times as the 
most dangerous enemy of England since Wolfe Tonne.  Pearse referred to him as the greatest 
of all Fenians. Credentials like those made him a proud and patriotic man. 
Sean Heuston was one of the battle forged heroes of the Rising. Every battle has tales of 
extraordinary heroism and Heuston’s defense of the Mendicity Institute provides one of those 
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tales. With only 20 men he was supposed to hold his position for 3 – 4 hours to provide time for 
organizing the headquarters at the GPO. The position was held for two days in spite of an attack 
force of over 400 of Britain’s finest soldiers. Subjected to a constant barrage of machine gun 
and rifle fire from an overwhelming force, they held their position until the British started 
throwing hand grenades through the windows. The only defense was to pick up the grenades 
and throw them back before they exploded. Two of Heuston’s men were severely injured doing 
this. As their defense became completely untenable, Heuston consulted with his men, 
recommending surrender. Not all agreed but the majority voted to surrender, and he did. When 
the British met the small force that had caused them such a problem they were outraged. The 
beat kick, and spat upon Sean and his troopers until they were finally marched up to the 
barracks for the court-martial trials. 
Sean was condemned to face the firing squad the next morning. A Franciscan priest stayed with 
him and prayed with him through the night. 
Fr. Albert wrote the following piece. 
 We were now told to be ready. I had a small cross in my hand, and though blindfolded, Seán 
bent his head and kissed the Crucifix; this was the last thing his lips touched in life. He then 
whispered to me: ‘Father, sure you won’t forget to anoint me?’ I had told him in his cell that I 
would anoint him when he was shot. We now proceeded towards the yard where the execution 
was to take place; my left arm was linked in his right, while the British soldier who had 
handcuffed and blindfolded him walked on his left. As we walked slowly along we repeated 
most of the prayers that we had been saying in the cell. On our way we passed a group of 
soldiers; these I afterwards learned were awaiting Commandant Mallin; who was following us. 
Having reached a second yard I saw there another group of military armed with rifles. Some of 
these were standing, and some sitting or kneeling. A soldier directed Seán and myself to a 
corner of the yard, a short distance from the outer wall of the prison. Here there was a box 
(seemingly a soap box) and Sean was told to sit down upon it. He was perfectly calm, and said 
with me for the last time: ‘My Jesus, mercy.’ I scarcely had moved away a few yards when a 
volley went off, and this noble soldier of Irish Freedom fell dead. I rushed over to anoint him; 
his whole face seemed transformed and lit up with a grandeur and brightness that I had never 
before noticed. 

Fr. Albert concluded, 

 Never did I realize that men could fight so bravely, and die so beautifully, and so fearlessly 
s did tythe Heroes of Easter Week. On the morning of Sean Heuston's death I would have 
ven the world to have been in his place, he died in such a noble and sacred cause, and 

went forth to meet his DDivine Saviour with such grand Christian sentiments of trust, 
onfidence and love.  

 
 
 
  
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 



The Irish Volunteers 
 In 1782, the Irish Volunteers, ostensibly formed to resist a French invasion, the 
American War for Independence still not concluded, and France an ally of the US, 
coerced the English to allow the re-establishment of an Irish Parliament.   

On Easter Monday, 1916 - like those who stood and fought in 
defense of American Liberty on Lexington Green and at Concord 
Bridge on the 19th of April in 1775, leading to the Declaration of 
Independence in Philadelphia on the 4th of July 1776 - brave Irish 
men and women took up arms to rid Ireland of the domination of a 
foreign, occupying power.  "Having organised and trained her 
manhood through her secret revolutionary organisation, the Irish 
Republican Brotherhood, and through her open military 
organisations, the Irish Volunteers and the Irish Citizen 
Army, …  and, supported by her exiled children in America … 
[Ireland] strikes in full confidence of victory."  This was 
announced in the Proclamation of the Irish Republic, read by 
Pádraic Pearse on the steps of the General Post Office in Dublin 
that fateful Easter Monday morning in 1916.  Not unlike the 
principles enunciated in the American Declaration of 
Independence, the Proclamation of the Irish Republic guaranteed 
"religious and civil liberty, equal rights and equal opportunities to 
all its citizens, and declares its resolve to pursue the happiness and 
prosperity of the whole nation and of all its parts, cherishing all the 
children of the nation equally, and oblivious of the differences 
carefully fostered by an alien government, which have divided a 
minority from the majority in the past."   

Those who went out on that Easter Monday in 1916, the Irish 
Volunteers (supported by Na Fianna Éireann), and those who 
joined in their effort - the Irish Citizen Army, the Irish National 
Foresters, the Hibernian Rifles and the ladies of Cumann na 
mBan, without regard to their own personal safety, went into the 
gap of danger, made the sacrifice, set the example.   



But, just as the American Revolution / War of Independence, 
didn't just happen on the 19th of April 1775, or on the 4th of July 
1776, neither did the Rising just happen on Easter Monday, 
1916.  While the Irish Republican Brotherhood (IRB), “Fenians,” 
analogous to the Sons of Liberty in colonial America, may have 
been secretly seeking an Irish Republic since Saint Patrick's Day 
1858, and been willing to use physical force to get it, they alone 
could not bring about revolution.  In the language of Thomas 
Jefferson, "Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long 
established should not be changed for light and transient 
causes; … But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, 
pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce 
them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to 
throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their 
future security."  The injuries and usurpations which caused the 
Sons of Liberty to organize, and the First Continental Congress to 
petition the king for a redress of grievances, really began in earnest 
only after the end of the "French and Indian War" in 1763; 
Ireland's suffering under perfidious English rule  (including 
cultural, and, at times, physical, genocide) went back over seven 
centuries, and included An Gorta Mór, the Great Hunger of mid-
19th century Ireland, which saw the population of Ireland reduced 
by half during 1845-1854, with “Black ‘47” being the worst year. 
 This so-called "Famine" period had the same psychological 
significance for the Irish of the 19th and 20th centuries, as the Nazi 
period would later have for the Jews of the 20th and 21st centuries. 
  
Since the subversion of the Irish Parliament in 1800 (five years 
after London had recognized its right to exist in perpetuity), and its 
incorporation (like the Scottish Parliament in 1707 – about which 
Robert Burns would write in 1791, “We're bought and sold for 
English gold- Such a parcel of rogues in a nation!”), in permanent 
minority status, into the Westminster Parliament in London, 
throughout the 19th and into the 20th century, broad-based, 
mainstream Irish political opinion sought the restoration of the 



(limited) legislative independence of Ireland - "Home Rule." 
Finally in 1912, the British House of Commons passed Home Rule 
for Ireland, but, its implementation was delayed by the House of 
Lords until 1914.  In the interim, allegedly "Loyal" Unionists, 
mostly in Ireland's northern Province of Ulster (supported by many 
English Tories), began to organize (1912) and arm - creating the 
Ulster Volunteers (January 1913), for the purpose of frustrating the 
implementation of an act of the Parliament and government to 
which they professed "loyalty."  In part as a reaction to this threat, 
many mainstream Irish nationalists in turn, in 1913, began to 
organize and arm to support the implementation of Home Rule for 
Ireland.  As their model they took the Irish Volunteers of 1780s 
Ireland, which brought about the re-establishment of an Irish 
Parliament in 1782.  While the IRB secretly initiated, quietly 
supported and assisted this effort, they did not control it, any more 
than the Sons of Liberty controlled the Continental Congress.    
  
Under the leadership of Ireland's premier scholar, Eoin MacNeill, 
the Irish Volunteers were launched, in Dublin, on the 25th of 
November 1913. Thousands of Irish Volunteers were enrolled at 
the first meeting.  The manifesto of the Irish Volunteers, approved 
at the 25th November meeting, stated the organization's objectives 
were "to secure and maintain the rights and liberties common to 
the whole people of Ireland."  MacNeill offered his opinion in the 
article “The North Began” that the Tory policy in Ulster was 
deliberately adopted to make the display of military force with the 
threat of armed violence the decisive factor in relations between 
Ireland and Great Britain.  If Irishmen accepted this new policy he 
said they would be surrendering their rights as men and citizens.  If 
they did not attempt to defeat this policy "we become politically 
the most degraded population in Europe and no longer worthy of 
the name of Nation …" In this situation he said guarding our own 
rights is our first duty. They have rights who dare maintain them, 
but rights in the last resort, could only be maintained by arms.  The 
Irish Volunteers organization soon spread throughout the country.  



With the outbreak of the First World War in August 1914, nearly 
on the eve of the scheduled re-birth of Irish legislative 
independence, the government in London suspended the 
implementation of Home Rule for Ireland for the duration. 
Many Volunteers, believing that it would be a short war, went off 
to fight for "the freedom of small nations" in Europe.  Others of the 
Irish Volunteers, and others throughout Ireland, saw the shelving 
of Home Rule as but another instance of bad faith; but, for many, 
this was the last straw.  The reorganized Irish Volunteers, now 
with more significant IRB participation, began to prepare to defend 
Ireland against Conscription, repudiation of Home Rule, or 
dismemberment.  In December 1914, a headquarters staff was 
appointed, consisting of Eoin MacNeill as Chief of Staff, The 
O'Rahilly as Director of Arms, Tomás MacDonagh as Director of 
Training, Pádraic Pearse as Director of Military Organization, 
Bulmer Hobson as Quartermaster, and Joseph Mary Plunkett as 
Director of Military Operations.  The following year they were 
joined by Éamonn Ceannt as Director of Communications and J.J. 
“Ginger” O'Connell  (formerly of the famous 69th Regiment of 
New York - "The Fighting 69th") as Chief of Inspection.  At the 
same time, the conspiratorial élite of the IRB - within the Irish 
Volunteers, now all acting in their capacities as Irish Volunteers 
(but with key policy decisions being first made at secret IRB 
meetings), began to plan to turn England's difficulty into 
Ireland's opportunity to strike for Freedom.   
 

Is iad a do an tine beo - It is they who lit the everlasting fire.      
  

For the poet William Butler Yeats,  Easter 1916  transformed 
Ireland from a place where “motley was worn,” …  
 

“all changed, changed utterly, a terrible beauty is born.”† 
 

Liam Ó Murchadha agus Deasún  Mac Giolla  Amhlaidh, do scrí                 
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